
 
KS3 History and Activism Activity 
Researching The Willesden branch of the London Society of Women’s Suffrage  
 
This activity is about Brent’s history and how local people campaigned for women’s right to vote. We hope 
you enjoy learning about Brent’s past. You are taking on the role of researcher and using scans of real 
archive records to answer questions.  The research questions in this activity are the sort of questions that 
we receive from members of the public contacting Brent Museum and Archives. 
 
Brent Museum and Archives is based at The Library at Willesden Green, 95 High Rd, Willesden, London 
NW10 2SF. We look after thousands of artefacts and historical records for the Borough of Brent.  They 
include maps, building plans, local newspapers, street directories, minutes of council meetings and 
photographs.  We keep records not just for people to look at today but also for future generations, so we 
look after them very carefully.  Visitors can make an appointment to see these documents in the Search 
Room. 
 
Mary Blake 
 

 Mary Blake was a local woman who was born in 
1872.   

 During the First World War (1914-1918), she 
supported the Suffragette movement and became 
Secretary of the Willesden branch of the London 
Society of Women’s Suffrage.   

 She lived at 37, Staverton Road in Willesden (on the 
right in the photo below, taken in 2015).   

 Mary died in 1964. 
 
1. Read the following text. 
2. Write down all the new things you found out on 

the lines below in your own words. 
 

For many years, if you owned property, you could vote 
at a local level. 
 
Only women who owned property and who had never 
married or women whose husband had died could vote 
though. This was because if their husband was still alive then the man voted 
and their wife could not. 
 
There was a new Act of Parliament in 1832 called the Great Reform Act.  An 
Act of Parliament creates a new law or changes an existing law.  The words 
that were written down in this new law included that all voters in 
parliamentary elections were ‘male persons’. So, for the first time, it was 
clearly written down in law that no women could vote.  The new Act did 
mean that more men could vote than before but most working class men 
still could not vote in parliamentary elections. 
 



In 1835, another new Act was created, called the Municipal Corporations Act.  This Act also said that 
women could not vote. This meant that women who had voted to elect town councillors before could not 
do this anymore. 
 
Women did continue to vote to elect people to hold responsible positions for a range of local groups, such 
ones looking after poor people, the roads or police and some positions in the church.  They also held some 
of the positions themselves.  However, they were not allowed to vote in parliamentary or town council 
elections. 
 
There was a new act in 1869 called The Municipal Franchise Act.  This Act meant that female property 
owners could vote for local municipal councils.  In 1872, this was changed so that only unmarried or 
widowed women could vote.  
 
In 1872 the fight for women's suffrage became a national movement with the formation of the National 
Society for Women's Suffrage and later the more influential National Union of Women's Suffrage Societies. 
 
Another Act, called The Married Women's Property Act, 1882 meant that married women could now own 
and control property by themselves. Before this Act, any property that the wife held was given to her 
husband when she got married.  If women did not marry or were widowed they kept control of their 
property and inheritance. 
 
All male house owners in the cities received the parliamentary vote in 1867. Men living in the countryside 
did so in 1884. Male non-householders (for example, men living with their parents, or in the homes of their 
employers, such as servants, or in barracks, such as soldiers, or who were homeless) got the vote in 1918. 
 
By 1908, women had already been campaigning to be able to vote for forty-two years.  Campaign meetings 
started off in private homes and then started being held in public spaces. In 1908 Mrs Fawcett’s 
‘constitutional’ National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies (NUWSS) and Mrs Pankhurst’s ‘militant’ 
Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU) staged spectacular processions promoting ‘Votes for Women’. 
 
The NUWSS was democratic and non-militant, aiming to achieve women's suffrage through peaceful and 
legal means, for example by getting persuading members of parliament to change the Acts of Parliament 
and by holding meetings to explain and promote their aims. 
 
Members of the WSPU were known for civil disobedience, by breaking windows in prominent buildings, 
setting fire to post boxes, committing night-time arson of unoccupied houses and churches, and when 
imprisoned went on hunger strike and endured force-feeding. 
 
Between 1910 and 1912 there were some Members of Parliament (MPs) who had an idea that they 
thought could get agreement in the House of Commons. It was called the Conciliation Bill. If agreed, it 
would mean that some women got the vote (depending on how much property they owned and whether 
they were married or not).  It would have been an increase on how many women could vote (from zero 
women to 1 million women).  There were many discussions in parliament.  In the end, there was a vote in 
parliament in March 1912.  Sadly, the bill was defeated by 14 votes. 
  
Unfortunately, only women over the age of 30 who owned property or who were married to a man who 
did, became able to vote in 1918 with the new Representation of the People Act.  Although there were 8.5 
million women in this group, it was still only about two-thirds of the total population of women in the UK 
at that time. 
 
The 1918 Act stopped men having to own property in order to vote, meaning that nearly all men over the 
age of 21 were now able to vote.   Before 1918 only 58% of men in Britain could vote.   Also, men in the 



armed forces such as the Army could now vote from the age of 19. The number of people able to vote 
increased from 8 to 21 million, but there was still huge inequality between women and men. 
 
Before 1918, men had to live in Britain for 12 months in order to vote at a general election.  This meant 
that large numbers of troops who had been serving overseas in the war couldn’t vote at the general 
election that was coming up in 1918. This motivated politicians to change the law so that as many men as 
possible and some women could vote in the general election held on 14 December 1918.  
 
It was not until the Equal Franchise Act of 1928 that women over 21 were able to vote and women finally 
achieved the same voting rights as men. This Act increased the number of women eligible to vote to 15 
million. 
  
People of colour have struggled with equal representation and rights for many years and this struggle is 
ongoing.  1928 was not the end of the story. 
 
Meanings of words in this document as they are used here in these sentences.  

 Receipts - money received.   

 Payments - money spent.  

 A Whist Drive - a card game tournament.  

 Net proceeds - all the profits you made, once you have paid for the things you needed to do something.   

 Lantern lecture - words were spoken to the audience as pictures were projected onto a screen using a 
bright light.   

 Utterances – words that people say. 

 Worsted – defeat. 

 Conviction –  a firmly held belief or opinion. 

 Marched breast forward – marched straight ahead. 

 Baffled - completely unable to understand or explain something. 
 
On 15 February 1971, the money system changed from 12 pennies to the shilling and 20 shillings to the 
pound to a pound that was made up of 100 new pence. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 



Annual Reports of the London Society for Women’s Suffrage (Willesden and District Branch) for 1912, 
1913 and 1914.  An annual report was printed each year and sent to every member of the Willesden and 
District Branch of the London Society for Women’s Suffrage.  It was a list of all the things that the people in 
the society branch had done and what happened.  On the last page of the annual reports there is a 
financial statement.  Look at the digital scans of the financial reports below then answer the questions. 
 
Image 1. The Front and back pages of the 1912 Annual Report. The document is one sheet, about A4 size, 
folded in half. 

  



Image 2. Page 2 of the 1912 Annual Report. 

 

  



Image 3. The back page of the 1913 Annual Report. 

 

Image 4. The back page of the 1914 Annual Report. 

 



1. List three different things that the London Society for Women's Suffrage, Willesden and District Branch 
did to raise money: 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. How much did they spend on stationery, printing and postage for the year ending 31st May 1912? 
 
______________________________They used stationery and postage to write and send letters.  Who 
do you think they were writing letters to? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Who was Mr Mallaby Deeley?____________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Why were the Willesden and District Branch members disappointed by Mr Mallaby Deeley’s behaviour 
in 1912? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Find page 2 of the 1912 Annual Report and you will see a quote from a poem called ‘Epilogue’, which 
was written by the poet, Robert Browning. 
 
“In spite of these disappointments however, and indeed because of them, we must go forward with 
renewed energy, greater enthusiasm, and stronger convictions, as 
 
“one who  
Never turned his back but marched breast forward, 
Never doubted clouds would break, 
Never dreamed tho’ right were worsted wrong would triumph; 
…”” 

 
Why do you think the words above were included in the Annual Report for 1912? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. Write down a current issue that you are concerned about, that relates to Brent or the wider world, for 
example, climate change. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

7. List three things that you could do to raise awareness of this issue at a local, national and international 
level. 
 
Local:_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
National: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
International: ________________________________________________________________________ 



 
8. What sort of things might make it hard for someone to vote in a parliamentary election nowadays? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 


